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April 4, 2023 6:00 p.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Chrism Mass 2023 

“Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness… has made us into a Kingdom, priests for 

His God and Father.” (Second Reading, Rev. 1:5-8) 

My brother priests, deacons (and wives), Religious women and men, Parish Lay 
representatives, all of us, sisters and brothers in Christ:  I am so very pleased to 
welcome all of you---those here and those joining us electronically (with a special 
acknowledgement of our brother priest Father Bruno Okoli in Nigeria)--- to our 
Annual Chrism Mass, one of the true highpoints of our Church Year.  This Chrism 
Mass is a celebration of the many signs and symbols of our Sacraments that are so 
essential to us as Catholics; this is the gathering of the entire Church in miniature, 
representing all aspects of our Ecclesial Life, coming from every parish that makes 
up our beloved Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

The beautiful portion of this evening’s Second Reading from the Book of 
Revelation that I just read helps us to understand with more depth and in greater 
context our own spiritual identity.  Because of our Baptism, we are One in Christ 
and called to live in that spirit of unity and oneness with one another.  As those 
baptized into “Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness” St. John reminds us that we are 
“a Kingdom, priests for His God and Father”.  That’s who we are at the very 
foundation of our spiritual lives.   

Of course, as we each live out our Baptismal Vocation, we find that we are 
called by God’s Providence into our various Life Vocations: some of us ordained to 
serve others as Priests, others as consecrated Religious, witnesses to holiness, 
many of you united in a bond of Covenant Love in imitation of Christ Himself in 
Sacramental Marriage, while others elect to live a Single vocation of committed 
service to God and His people.  But at the root and foundation of our identity, we 
are called to be one in Christ, Who is Priest, Prophet and King; thereby, we are 
called to share in those “priestly, prophetic, and kingly” qualities of Jesus as we 
live out our life-long call to holiness, and as we give witness to Christ. 

We are all to be “priestly” because we are “conformed to Christ” and His Body, 
the Church, as we offer our praise and worship to God through our lives; we are 
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to be “prophetic” as we proclaim the Truth in Christ, and consciously apply the 
Gospel and teachings of our Faith to the circumstances of our day; and we are all 
to be “kingly”, not lording it over anyone, but rather in sacrificially pouring 
ourselves out in loving service to all we meet in the example of our Crucified Lord 
and King.  And what seals our identity as being One with Christ and His Body---all 
of us as sisters and brothers in Christ---is the fact that we, like Christ, are “the 
anointed ones”.  Through our Baptism into Christ, and our Confirmation in the 
Spirit, and some of us Ordained as “other Christs”, we have been anointed, sealed 
and “chrismed” for a purpose. 

That’s why in this evening’s Gospel, we heard that Jesus specifically chose the 
same Isaiahan passage we heard as our First Reading this evening: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor.  He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”  

Jesus’ anointing in the Spirit brings with it His mission.  And for us as well, 
every Sacramental anointing brings with it a mission, a purpose, a sacred 
responsibility.  We are not “anointed ones” for a sense of stature, or special 
treatment; we are anointed and “set apart” for a mission----we are sent on our 
life-long mission to live lives of holiness; and our life Vocational missions: whether 
we are priests, deacons, Religious, married couples, or single persons, all of us 
joyfully and courageously witnessing to Christ wherever we are.    

That’s primarily what makes this Mass so special, as the whole Church gathers 
for the blessing of the Oil of the Sick and the Oil of Catechumens, and the 
Consecration of the Sacred Chrism, which will be distributed to all our parishes for 
use in the various Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing of the Sick, and 
sacred Ordination throughout the coming year.  

Another special part of this Mass which will take place very shortly is the 
“Renewal of Priestly Promises”.  I think it’s safe to say that all our priests look 
forward to this moment because it helps us all to look back to that day of our 
Ordination when we made our Priestly Promises for the first time.   Fr. Jacob, are 
you able to recall that day all the way back in May of last year?  I know that 
moment is very clear in my mind, almost 52 years ago.  Whenever, and wherever, 
we were ordained, we were asked first to make 7 solemn Promises on that day.  

But today, these promises are condensed into just two:  1) to promise to be 
united with and conformed to the Lord Jesus---which, as we will be reminded, 
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requires self-denial, and the intention to confirm all 7 of the promises we made 
on the day of our Ordination; and 2) to be faithful stewards of the Sacraments 
and teachers of the Gospel and our Faith.  And then we acknowledge that our 
only motivation for doing so is “zeal for souls”.  I have no doubt that we all intend 
to remain faithful to our Ordination Promises.  But, as we all know, over time, our 
“zeal for souls” might be, shall we say, less than zealous. 

That’s one of the reasons why I felt compelled at this time last year to call all of 
us to this “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations”, which also 
included the plan to launch our first-ever Diocesan Synod on Priestly Life and 
Ministry.  In light of this special Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal, dear brothers, 
in addition to the questions that the ritual poses for me to ask you in a few 
moments, I’d like to also pose these 3 particular questions for your consideration. 

1. During this special Year of Spiritual Renewal, have you been able to 
“reignite the Fire of the Spirit’s Love” that was first ignited in you on your 
Ordination day?   

2. Have you been able to recapture the “passion” for Priesthood that you had 
on the day of your Ordination, not just in what you were ordained to do 
(sacramentally), but also for who you were ordained to BE---“other Christs” 
who inspire others by your words, your deeds, and your witness?  

3. Are you taking steps, not only to remain good shepherds of souls of your 
people, but also working to find ways to become “fishers of men”, going 
out beyond the parish walls to invite the growing number of people living 
within the territory of our Diocese (and in our country) who have fallen 
away from Christ, or who have never heard the Gospel?  

And to you, my brother deacons, Religious, and lay faithful gathered here---in 
addition to the question I will ask you that’s a part of our Liturgy this evening, I’d 
like to ask you: to what degree have you encouraged others---your sons, your 
grandsons, younger members of your parishes--- to consider a vocation to the 
Priesthood here in our Diocese?  How are you promoting and praying for 
Vocations to the Priesthood? 

We are very blessed with 8 young men in our Seminary program, all of whom 
are serving here at the altar this evening.  (Ask our Seminarians to stand…..)   Two 
of these men I look forward to ordaining this Spring:  Andrew Schmidt will be 
ordained a Deacon on May 20th, and Deacon Jack Pfeiffer will be ordained a Priest 
on May 27th.  We look forward to the others continuing their seminary formation 
program over the next 2-6 years.  But we need more young men to respond to the 
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Call of God that He is surely making; it takes your encouragement and your 
prayerful support.   

All of us, my dear Family of Faith, need to be “renewed” in the “zeal” that we 
should all have in standing strong in our Faith, even as the secular world appears 
to be doing all it can to become even more militant against People of Faith.  We 
are not to be militant in our response; we just need to be zealous---on fire with 
Love for Christ and for the world----ready and willing to do whatever it takes to 
remain faithful to our Vocation to be “Christ’s anointed ones” in these nine 
counties of our Diocese. 

This time of renewal doesn’t happen easily.   Let’s consider the Oil and the 
Chrism that we will bless and consecrate today; it comes from olives, which 
sacrifice their fruit by being pressed and squeezed to become the Oils that we will 
bless and consecrate to be used in our life-giving Sacraments. 

That’s what Jesus has done, by pouring out His Body and Blood for us in the 
Eucharist, and on the Cross for our Salvation; and that is what He has asked of us 
who want to be His followers: “for those who want to be My disciples, you must 
deny yourselves, take up your cross each day, and follow in My footsteps.” (Mt. 
16:24)  This Holy Week graphically shows us where Jesus’ footsteps lead---to the 
Cross.  But they don’t end there; they only pause, long enough to complete that 
final process of dying to self; and then Jesus assures us that we will share in His 
Resurrection, which we will celebrate in just 5 days.  Being a disciple requires 
quite a cost, but the ultimate result of sharing in Jesus’ Victory is priceless.   

It is with that assurance and great hope that we celebrate this special Chrism 
Mass this evening.  May the Holy Oils, which we bless and consecrate this 
evening, bring healing, strengthening and new life to all who will come to know 
Christ through the Sacraments they will receive, and through the zeal of our 
renewed Faith and commitment to our Lord and Savior.   

As we heard Jesus tell us at the end of this evening’s Second Reading: “I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the One Who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.”  To Him be the glory, now and forever. Amen. 


